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Mrs. Roosevelt 


A semi-public debate on the rights and 
value of conscientious objectors was being 
carried on last month between First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt and “innumerable” COs, 
as well as their friends and relatives. 

The exchange began in the June issue of 
the Ladies Home Journal. In her regular 
column “If You Ask Me,” Mrs. Roosevelt 
answered-a query as to why CO dependents 
were not provided for by saying, in brief, 
because the CO “is not performing any 
service for the country.” 

Numbers of COs immediately jumped to 
their typewriters. Clarence Pickett, execu- 
tive secretary of the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committe, called on Mrs. Roosevelt to 
explain more fully the CO situation. The 
NSBRO wrote both to Mrs. Roosevelt and 
to the Ladies Home Journal to correct the 
factual inaccuracies of her statement. 

Mrs. Roosevelt stuck to her original state- 
ments, however. Through her private cor- 
respondence and in two consecutive “My 
Day” columns (syndicated in more than 
100 newspapers), she answered her critics 
politely but firmly. At the same time she 
expanded the discussion to include the 
entire CO issue. 

The First Lady admitted in her opening 

My Day” column that “I have been get- 
ting innumerable letters from the conscien- 
tious objectors themselves and their friends 
and relatives.” She then quoted at length 
from one of the letters she had received 
describing the work the COs were doing. 


Sorry for Them 


“T cannot help feeling very sorry for hon- 
est conscientious objectors,” she concluded, 
“for I am quite sure many a young man 
must find it bitter to let other young men 
of his own age die and fight and give up 
time in occupations they care little about. 

“Tt is only because of these young men, 
however, who are willing to fight that any- 
one can ‘indulge himself in a personal view- 
point. Some day, perhaps, the world will 
be the kind of civilized place in which we 
can all live in safety according to our own 
lights. But it isn’t that kind of a place 
today, and so you and I are defended in our 
peaceful lives at home by those who will 
do what their government asks of them, 
no matter what that task may be. 

“Tt is true that COs have earned and 
saved much money for the Government. 
It is true that they have made the lives of 
patients in state hospitals more bearable 
than they have ever been before. It is 
true that those who are willing to work in 
factories or military medical establishments, 
and some of them actually in danger zones 
or in the field of battle, have done heroic 
deeds and are fine people. 

“But they are doing what they want to 
do. They are not the same kind of citizens 
as are the men in the armed services. For 
this reason, Congress has not appropriated 
money to pay them or to help their de- 
pendents on the same basis as the men 
drafted into the armed services.’ 


CPS Vote 


At least two CPS assignees from Pennsyl- 
vania have been informed that they won’t 
be able to vote in the federal elections this 
fall unless they return home. 

Pennsylvania has no absentee ballots for 
civilians and does not consider that CPS 
men come under their provisions for service- 
men. 

Ottho G. Heldring-Bye, a Glendora, Cal., 
camper, was told by his Bucks County, Pa., 
Commissioners: 

“Under a ruling of the Attorney-General 
of Pennsylvania, you are not eligible for an 
absentee ballot because of your classifica- 
tion as a conscientious objector. 

“This in no way interferes with your 
status as a citizen who may exercise his 
right to vote if he were present on election 
day at his regular polling place.” 

Robert H. C. Knoblach, a Trenton, N. D., 
assignee whose residence is in Allentown, 
Pa., carried on a telegram and letter ex- 
change with Governor Edward Martin on 
the subject. 

To Knoblach’s suggestion that the Penn- 
sylvania General Assembly include CPS in 
its voting privileges for servicemen, Gov. 
Martin replied: 

“Apparently the General Assembly was of 
the opinion that it was stretching the law 
as far as it could when it extended the 
privilege of voting to those in organizations 
affiliated with the armed forces; and it did 
not desire to endanger the legislative pro- 
gram from the constitutional viewpoint by 
encroaching upon what appeared to be ter- 
ritory clearly outside the Constitution.” 

The AFSC was understood to be seeking 
legal advice on Pennsylvania’s decision since 
an estimated 500 men or more are theoret- 
ically concerned. 

Voting rights for CPS men, or lack of 
them, vary with different states. The 
NSBRO advises each man who wants to 
vote to write his own local Election Com- 
missioner to discover what the situation is. 


Back to Camp 


CPS men who are rejected in the army 
preinduction physical examination after re- 
questing military service are to be returned 
to CPS camp according to a recent Selec- 


tive Service ruling. Formerly, CPS men 
who requested reclassification to either IA 
or IAO were classified IV-F if they were 
not accepted into the army. 

Men in CPS requesting army service are 
no longer given emergency furlough from 
the time they apply, but are immediately 
referred to the nearest local board for a 
pre-induction physical. If they pass the 
examination ior may then apply for 
emergency i as and may be inducted 
through any local board they choose. Those 
who fail are to be returned to their old 
CPS camp. 

The standards for induction into the 
armed forces and for separation from CPS 
are not the same, Selective Service points 
out. 

The Camp Section of the NSBRO be- 
lieves that this ruling was. made to prevent 
CPS men over 38 or men with physical dis- 
abilities from securing IV-F’s when other 
methods for release fail. 


Congress 


In the rush and scramble of its last few 
days before adjourning June 23, the U. 8. 
House of Representatives: 

1. Renewed for another year the Starnes 
ban on CPS foreign service and training. 

2. Refused to accept a Senate-approved 
amendment to another bill which would 
have, in effect, repealed the Starnes ban. 

3. Mustered the necessary three objec- 
tions on the House floor to remove the 
CPS dependency bill from the unanimous 
consent calendar. The measure will now 
require a special rule to be brought up 
again for consideration. 

Both the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, which has been concentrating 
on the foreign service legislation, and the 
NSBRO feel that the CO measures are 
being blocked by a small group of Con- 
gressmen who feel strongly on the subject. 

It was understood, for example, that the 
Senate was inclined originally to restrict 
the Starnes amendment by adding an addi- 
tional statement that CPS men might be 
sent overseas if the War Department has 
no objection. Pressure from the House side 
forced the Senators to recede, however, and 
the War Department Appropriation Bill 
passed with the same wording regarding 
COs as last year. 

Immediately after this first setback, 
another Senate Appropriation Subcommit- 
tee agreed to add to the Second Deficiency 
Appropriation Bill an amendment stating 
in substance that ‘ ‘notwithstanding the pro- 
visions of any other act,” foreign service 
would be permitted if all government de- 
partments involved gave their approval. 

This wording was approved by the Sen- 
ate Subcommittee, the full Appropriations 
Committee and the Senate as a akele. It 
was struck out, however, in conference be- 
tween the House and Senate at the insist- 
ence of the House. The entire history of 
this amendment, from its introduction to 
its elimination, was three days. 

It was understood that the two Con- 
gressmen who felt most strongly opposed 
to CPS foreign service were Joe Starnes 
of Alabama and D. Lane Powers of New 
Jersey. 


Numerous Requests 

The overseas ban was continued despite 
requests for CO units in China by Lieut.- 
Gen. Stilwell; Maj.-Gen. Norman T. Kirk, 
Surgeon General of the U. 8. Army ; Gen. 
Liu Chi Teh, Surgeon General of the 
Chinese Army; and Dr. Wei Tao Ming, 
Chinese Ambassador to the U. 8. 

Elimination of the rider was urgently 
recommended also by Representative 
Walter H. Judd (Minn.) who had seen the 
Friends Ambulance Unit in action in China 
and who personally knew of the need for 
additional medical and ambulance services. 
Dr. Judd appeared not only to testify be- 
fore the House Appropriations Subcommit- 
tee, but before a Siete Subcommitiee as 
well, a fairly unusual occurrence. 

“They are needed in the Burma theater 
and in the China theater,” he declared. 
Col. Stanhope Bayne-Jones of the Typhus 
Commission has said he would like to have 
several hundred working in antityphus work 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Affiliations 


The complete, up-to-date list of organiza- 
tions affiliated with the NSBRO includes: 


American Baptist Home Mission Society 

American Friends Service Committee 

Ass’n of Catholic Conscientious Objectors 

Augustana Lutheran Fellowship of Rec- 
onciliation 

Board of Christian Social Action of the 
Evangelical Church 

Brethren Service Committee 

Christadelphian Central Committee 

Christadelphian Service Committee 

Church of God, Seventh Day 

Church of God, Indiana 

Congregational Christian Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors 

Commission on Christian Social Action of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church 

Commission on National Service and 
Medical Cadet Training, Seventh Day 
Adventists 

Commission on World Peace of the Meth- 
odist Church 

Committee on Conscientious Objectors of 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Committee on Presbyterians in Civilian 
Public Service 

Disciples of Christ Department of Social 
Welfare 

Dunkard Brethren Church 

Dutch Reformed Church 

Episcopal Pacifist Fellowship 

Evangelical Mission Covenant 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 

First Divine Ass’n in America, Inc. 

General Council, Assemblies of God 

Jewish Peace Fellowship 

Lutheran Peace Fellowship 

Megiddo Mission 

Mennonite Central Committee 

Molokan Advisory Council 

Northern California Service Board for 
Conscientious Objectors 

Pacifist Principle Fellowship 

Pentecostal Church, Inc. 

Pentecostal Assemblies of Jesus Christ 

Rabbinical Assembly of America 

Unitarian Pacifist Fellowship 

United Brethren 

Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom 

Young Men’s Christian Association 


Consultative Members 


Committee on the Conscientious Objec- 
tor of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. 


Too Radical? 


CPS assignee Radical Love has been dis- 
charged because of heart trouble. 


Congress— (from page 1) 
among civilians in Italy and perhaps in the 
Balkans, when we get there. 

“The men work without pay. It does not 
cost the Government a dime. All they ask 
is permission to use their own money and 
men, as they did in France and Poland and 
elsewhere in the last war. . a 

Secretary of War Henry ‘ Stimson, when 
asked his opinion of CPS foreign service, 
replied by letter that “The War Depart- 
ment is of the opinion that . . . (it) would 
have no material affect on the war effort.” 
President Roosevelt had personally ap- 
proved a 70-man China unit the previous 
year. 

E. Raymond Wilson of the Friends Com- 
mittee on National Legislation was the 
chief spokesman for the CPS foreign service 
desires, aided by Josiah P. Marvel of the 
Quaker Emergency Service. 


Dependency 


Use of the CPS “frozen fund” for the 
needy dependents of assignees was blocked 
by the objections of Representatives Over- 
ton Brooks (La.), Robert L. Sikes (Fla.), 
and Robert W. Kean (N. J.). Their ob- 
jections followed a 15-minute discussion of 
the proposal, largely between Representa- 
tives Brooks and W. Sterling Cole (N. Y.). 

Congressmen Brooks and J. Parnell 
Thomas, the bill’s chief antagonists, had 
forced postponement of the measure the 
first time it appeared on the consent calen- 
dar two weeks earlier. (The consent cal- 
endar is generally reserved for relatively 
non-controversial, small bills. No vote is 
taken but one objection can force postpone- 
ment; three can remove the bill from the 
calendar.) 

During the second discussion of the bill, 
Congressman Brooks partially based his ob- 
jection on a resolution of the American 
Legion passed at its national convention 
last September which opposed “the pay- 
ment of any public compensation to consci- 
entious objectors or to me ubers of their 
family.” 

“My contention is,” he declared, “that 
this is a matter of charity, which should 
be handled as it is at the present time—on 
a charity basis. I fully agree with the 
resolution of the American Legion which 
says, in effect, that setting up allotment 
payments to families is encouraging those 
who would not actually be conscientious ob- 
jentoes to try to take advantage of the 
aw. 


Two Urge Adoption 


Both Representatives Cole and Graham 
A. Barden (N. C.) urged adoption of the 
measure supplementing the arguments of 
Representative John J. Sparkman during 
the previous discussion. They pointed out 
repeatedly that the only money involved 
was that which was earned by the men 
themselves. 

“How do we escape some responsibility,” 
Congressman Barden asked, “for their wives 
and children when in distress and need if the 
Government is going to collect the funds 
for the work performed by these conscien- 
tious objectors? ... After all, the little 
children could not choose their father.” 

The NSBRO proposal to use the money 
earned by CPS farmers and emergency 
farm crews for their own dependency 
needs, rather than being turned over to the 
U. 8. Treasury for later appropriation, was 
suggested to Congress last October by Paul 
Comly French. It was reported out by the 
House Military Affairs Committee in May 


after recommendation by a subcommittee. 

Now that the bill has been blocked, it 
must be brought up before the Rules Com- 
mittee for a place on the regular calendar 
if it is to be reconsidered. 

Even if the bill should pass the House 
and Senate and become law, the NSBRO 
pointed out, CPS dependents could not 
begin to receive the money until an appro- 
priation bill is passed to release the money. 
The present bill only authorizes the ap- 
propriation. 


Selective Service 


The CPS clause in the Selective Service 
Appropriation Bill passed Congress with 
almost exactly the same wording as in pre- 
vious years, namely: 

“That such amounts as may be necessary 
shall be available for the planning, direct- 
ing and operation of a program of work of 
national importance under civilian direc- 
tion, either independently or in coopera- 
tion with governmental or non-govern- 
mental agencies, and the assignment and 
delivery thereto of individuals found to 
be conscientiously opposed to participation 
in work of the land or naval forces, which 
cooperation with other agencies may in- 
clude the furnishing of funds to and the 
acceptance of money, services, or other 
forms of assistance from such non-govern- 
mental agencies for the more effectual ac- 
complishment of the work; 

“And for the pay and allowances of such 
individuals at rates not in excess of those 
paid to persons inducted into the Army 
aie the Selective Service System, and 
such privileges as are accorded such in- 
ductees.” 


Discharges 


The following men have been discharged 
or authorized for discharge. In addition, 
those listed under Military Service dis- 
charges include those who have requested 
such discharge although it may not have 
been granted by the time this appears. 


For Military Service 


Augusta, Me., Hospital: Myron C. Horst, IAO. 

Buckley, Wash., Custodial School: Valentino D. 
Baima, IAO. 

CPS “Guinea Pig,” Urbana, Ill.: Elmer C. 
Fricke, IAO. 

Denison: Hugo A. Jobst, IAO. 


Gatlinburg: Robert B. Walker, IAO. 

Seeeee Park, N. J., Hospital : Paul J. Miller, 
Grottoes: Samuel M. Landis, IAO. 

Hill City: Melvin Zook, IA. 

Kane: Arthur Lehmann, IA; Tillman Smith, IAO 

Lapine: Richard B. Downing, IA (Navy); Vernie 
L. Faust, IA (Navy). 

Luray: Herman K. Wallace, IAO. 

Magnolia: Lawden P, Pitts, IAQ. 

Mancos: Romain Zahm, IAO. 

Philadelphia Hospital: Frank E. Seeley, IAO. 
Provo, Utah, Hospital: Erwin A. Buller, IA. 

— Md., Hospital: Andrew C. Brethauer, 


For Physical Disability 

Big Flats: Forrest C. Jones.” 
Gatlinburg: Paul K. Ackermann. 
Glendora: Cecil O. Berg. 
Lapine: Sidney R. Gross. 
Macedonia, O., Hospital: 
North Fork: Raymond W. Hoehn. 

Norwich, Conn., Hospital: Lavoid F. Bigler. 
Powellsville: Calen 8. Marsh. 

Wellston: Wallace E. Russell. 


For Occupational Reasons 
Trenton: Raymond W. Fickel. 


Returned to Prison at Own Request 
Norwich, Conn., Hospital: Chester E. Seltzer. 


Raymond R. Ramseyer. 


Walked Out 
Downey: Wesley Cox 
North Fork: William. ‘D. Tickunov. 
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Ypsilanti Chantey 


The 75 CPS attendants at the Ypsilanti, 
Mich., State mental hospital have caused 
at least some of the patients to break into 
song. Some samples (as first printed in the 
Michigan Reporter for COs): 


A Change Has Taken Place 
A big change has taken place 
In the hospital here, 
That has taken away 
All the worry and fear. 


They have got some new help; 
They’re a fine bunch of men— 
And there’s surely a difference 
Between now and then. 


They call them COs, 

And a fine Christian bunch, 
Who believe in kindness 
With no kick or punch. 


The bunch they had before 
Should be down in a mine; 
With a club and a pick 
They surely would shine. 


But you couldn’t expect 

Any more from their kind, 
Who were just a dumb bunch 
With an unchristian mind. 


So we can all be thankful 
They sent the COs, 

For it’s more like home 
As everyone knows. 


A second poem was equally complimen- 
tary to the assignees: 


To the CO 


We must take off our hats 
To the CO bunch. 

They'll improve each day 
I have a hunch. 


They haven’t been here 

But a very short while, 

But they’re got the old gang 
Beat by a mile. 


They sure won me over 
With their kind helping ways, 
And their care of the patients. 
They deserve lots of praise. 


You don’t hear ’em swearing 

All the day long, ; 
But instead you hear ’em singing 
Some good old church song. 


And you don’t see the mauling > 
And beating no more, 

Like went on here 

Many times before. 


So we’ve all got a lot 

To be thankful for, 

And while I am here I hope 
They will get some more. 


Reemployment 


Selective Service has ruled that it has 
no responsibility under the draft act to- 
=r aiding COs in getting jobs after the 


— recent Local Board Memorandum 
(190-A, Part II, Section 2-b) states: 

“The Act does not confer employment 
rights on conscientious objectors who have 
been assigned to work of national impor- 
tance under civilian direction in lieu of 


military service, and it has been deter- 
mined as our policy that the Selective 
Service System has no responsibility to 
aid such conscientious objectors in regain- 
ing their former positions or in obtaining 
new positions.” 

The memorandum was an interpretation 
of Section 8-¢ of the Selective Service Act 
whieh lists “persons who have satisfactorily 
completed any period of their training and 
service under this Act” as eligible for the 
services of the Selective Service personnel 
division which is charged with the responsi- 
bility of aiding ex-servicemen in getting 


jobs. 

Despite the fact that this is the only 
place in the reemployment section of the 
Act where the wording might be construed 
as general enough to include COs, the 
NSBRO felt that the intent was clear, and 
planned to discuss the new memorandum 
further with Selective Service officials. 

Members of the NSBRO working on de- 
mobilization problems pointed out also that 
the U. 8. Civil. Service Commission, in Cir- 
cular 286, has indicated that, though CPS 
men have no rights to “mandatory rein- 
statement” in federal jobs, COs should re- 
ceive favorable attention from the depart- 
ments and special agencies of the govern- 
ment and should be reinstated wherever 
possible. 

Other local governments, such as the 
City of Detroit and New York City, have 
passed similar or more favorable rulings. 


Government Notes 


Beginning July 1, the War Manpower 
Commission will extend its “voluntary con- 
trol” over hiring to all parts of the country. 

All employers except those in agriculture 
will be asked to hire new male employees 
through the U. S. Employment Service, 
which will apportion the supply of job- 
seekers among employers on a- basis of the 
employers’ relation to the war effort. 

In tight labor areas, employers will be 
given a strict priority rating. Elsewhere, 
any surpluses of employees may be urged 
to move to another labor area. 


Church of God 


The Church of God, Indiana, at its an- 
nual Camp Meeting last month at Ander- 
son, Ind., passed the following resolution on 
COs (about 40 members of the church are 
or have been in CPS): 

“Whereas, freedom of religion as guar- 
anteed by our American Constitution is a 
gift of the Christian Church to our Ameri- 
can life; and 

“Whereas, the maintenance of freedom 
of religion is a first charge upon the Chris- 
tian church at this time, to the end we 
may have a just and durable peace which 
will guarantee the four freedoms to all 
mankind, and 

“Whereas, the men of this movement who 
have received a classification under the 
Draft Law as conscientious objectors are 
to us a symbol of this basic freedom of 
religion which every Christian desires to 
see forever maintained in America, 

“Therefore be it resolved, that our Com- 
mission on World Peace be authorized to 
receive contributions from individuals or 
congregations for the support of Church of 

od men in Civilian Public Service camps 
and transmit them to the National Service 
Board for Religious Objectors.” 


COs and the Law 


The possibility of third sentences of COs 
for violations of the Selective Service Act 
appeared imminent last week. 

With the continuation of the war, a few 
of the 50 or more men who have received 
second sentences under the Act are already 
beginning to come out, the NSBRO Prison 
Section revealed, and may be liable to 
another prosecution. 

George Owens of Jacksonville, Fla., is the 
first of such cases known to the NSBRO, 
although his case is not strictly a third 
conviction, it was pointed out. 

Owens was convicted and sentenced to 
15 months term in January, 1941, after his 
refusal to register for the draft. Out on 
conditional release, he was prosecuted again 
in April, 1942, for refusal to fill out a ques- 
tionnaire and was sentenced to two years. 

Again given conditional release in Ne- 
vember, 1943, he was ordered to report to 
the army on April 4, 1944, which he re- 
fused to do. Because his offense occurred 
before his final release date, while he was 
still under the jurisdiction of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, he was not given another 
trial, but ordered to serve out his unex- 
pired sentence of about 150 days, for vio- 
lation of the terms of his conditional re- 
lease. He is now in the Tallahassee, Fla., 
Correctional Institution. 

Willis Giese 

Willis E. Giese of Washington, D. C., 
was planning last week to carry to the 
Supreme Court his challenge of the right 
of the military officers on the Presidential 
Appeal Committee to consider his case. 

At the time that Giese failed to secure 
a IV-E classification through a Presiden- 
tial appeal, the Selective Service Act pro- 
vided for a “civilian” handling of appeal 
decisions. The Act has since been changed 
to remove any doubt as to the present 
Committee’s legality. 

The District Court of Appeal, by a vote 
of two to one, upheld the lower court’s 
conviction of Giese and his three-year sen- 
tence. Justices Justin Miller and Thurman 
Arnold decided that even if the Appeal 
Committee were improper, which they de- 
nied, Giese had no right to refuse induction. 

Chief Justice C. J. Groner dissented, 
however, stating that he felt the issue could 
be raised as a defense to the prosecution. 
He doubted that the Appeal Committee 
was entirely legal until the Selective Serv- 
ice Act was amended to remove the term 
“civilian.” 

Giese now plans to appeal for “cer- 
tiorari” to ask the Supreme Court to con- 
sider his case. 
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Hollister Resigns 


Barrett Hollister is resigning his position 
as NSBRO Administrative Assistant as of 
July 15. His decision was made, he said, 
for personal reasons; he expects to return 
to the Personnel Department of Antioch 
College where he was before coming to the 
NSBRO. 

Both the Board of Directors and Paul 
Comly French expressed deep regret at his 
decision. 


Statistics 


There were 7,140 men in Civilian Public 
Service as of June 15. The breakdown by 
type of work follows: 

Base Camps 
Forest Service ........ 
Soil Conservation Service 
National Park Service 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Farm Security Admin. 
General Land Office .. 
Fish and Wild Life .... 


Total Base Camps 
Special Projects 

Mental Hospitals 
Dairy Farms az 
Training Schools ......... 
Ag. Experiment Stations 
en ee eeeeree 
OSRD (Guinea Pigs) 
FS Parachute Unit .. 
Florida Health Project 
General Hospitals me 
Admin. Detached Service 
Mt. Weather ... 
Bowie, Md. 
Puerto Rico .......... 
Coast and Geodetic 
Miscellaneous 


Total Special Projects . 


In Prison 


A total of 38 men, designated as COs 
by the Federal Bureau of Prisons, were 
sent to prison between June 5 and 20 for 
violations of the Selective Service Act. 
Of the total, 33 were Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


The list included two men who had 
walked out of camp: Abraham A. Zwickel, 
ex-Coleville, who was sentenced to two 
years; and Herbert Vetter, ex-Bedford, who 
received a three-year term. 

Two other men who had previously been 
sentenced for walking out of camp have 
recently been approved for regular, third- 
of-term paroles. They are Donald Wetzel 
(Big Flats) from the Ashland Correctional 
Institution, and William G. Webb (Cas- 
cade Locks) from MeNeil Island. 

The list of men recently approved for 
special parole under the terms of Executive 
Order 8641, as announced by the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons, include: 

To Mancos: Henry T. Turek (Ashland), 
Marvin Amburgy (Ashland), John B. Stein- 
hilber (Petersburg), Trent J. May (Peters- 
burg), Raymond C. Huber (Petersburg). 

To Lapine: Phil H. Connor (LaTuna), 
Fred C. Gast (Milan), Corey Nanninga 
(Milan), Howard K. Zandbergen (Dan- 
bury). 

To IAO: Edward W. Gerke (Danbury), 
James T. Stubbs (Texarkana), William H. 
Haussler (Danbury), Alfred A. Reed (Tex- 
arkana). 


Germfask 


Selective Service has taken steps to im- 
prove substantially the medical facilities 
and procedure at its new Germfask, Mich., 
camp, it revealed last week. At the same 
time it announced a definite. policy toward 
its treatment of assignees there. 

After an inspection tour of the camp last 
month, A. S. Imirie, Executive Officer, 
Camp Operations, reported that medical 
and dental treatment at Germfask will be 
supplied by an army doctor and dentist 
from a German prisoner-of-war camp 20 
miles away. Only other medical possi- 
bilities in the county, he said, were two 
civilian doctors who are already serving a 
population of 11,000. 

Assignees who need hospital treatment 
will be taken to a nearby hospital at New- 
berry, Mich. 

The Selective Service statement of policy 
was announced to the camp two weeks ago. 
It includes the following points: 

Germfask will be used as a central point 
for government camp assignees who are 
considered physically incapable of perform- 
ing assigned tasks. The project work at 
yermfask is somewhat easier than at either 
Mancos or Lapine, it was explained. Mean- 
while every effort would be made to give 
such assignees complete and immediate 
medical attention, if needed. (According 
to the camp paper, as many men report 
themselves sick every day as report to 
work.) 

No leave or furlough will be allowed 
men who are not considered to have had a 
good work record for at least the preceding 
two weeks. 

No assignee will be considered for trans- 
fer to special projects unless he shows a 
record of cooperation and helpfulness. 


New Director 
The acting director of Germfask, C. S. 
Johnson, has resigned to devote his full 
time to his regular job as Seney Wildlife 
Refuge manager. His successor is Norman 
V. Wilson, a highway construction super- 
visor. 


President Silent 


President Roosevelt has as yet made no 
final reply to the requests of the NCCO 
committee for pay, accident compensation, 
dependency allotments and the transfer of 
CPS from Selective Service to the Depart- 
ment of Interior, it was understood last 
week. 

It was reported further that a prospective 
Executive Order shifting CPS to the De- 
partment of Interior had been awaiting the 
President’s decision for the past month or 
more. Opinions differed, however, as to the 
significance of the President's silence. 


From the Papers 


From the Pittsburgh, Pa., Post Gazette, 
an article by a Navy Chaplain on pacifists: 
.. . We had three men on the ship (the 
South Dakota) who claimed to be con- 
scientious objectors. Two of them were 
members of small sects that teach pacifism. 
I talked to these two men for hours, trying 
to explain that if we didn’t win this war the 
views of their people at home would not be 
tolerated and their continued existence 
would be doubtful. They thought it through 
and eventually they were working cheerfully 
in gun crews. 

I was not so successful with the third CO 





Sec. 562, P.L. & R. 
US. POSTAGE 
1c. Paid 
Washington, D. C. 
Permit No. 5540 














His battle station was below the armored 
decks passing ammunition. I told him I 
understood his pacifist views and sym- 
pathized with him and would do my best 
to find him a job where he would have no 
part in the killing . . . as a hospital appren- 
tice. 

When the papers were all signed, the 
pacifist discovered that his new battle sta- 
tion would be in the superstructure. He 
decided to stay below decks where it was 
safer and refused the transfer. . . . 

I hesitate to tell his story because there 
is a tendency to believe all COs are yellow 
and that isn’t true. We never accused any 
man of being yellow on the South Dakota. 
None of us was sure that fear would never 
strike him down. 


From an editorial, the Washington, D. C., 
Post: 

... The effect of the Starnes rider is to 
forbid General Hershey . . . to sign the 
papers necessary to release COs for over- 
seas work. The Friends Service Commit- 
tee is not asking the Army to pay their 
transportation costs—or any other costs, for 
that matter. It is simply asking the Army 
to make them available for some particu- 
larly difficult and dangerous tasks which 
their consciences will permit them to per- 
form. . . . If they do jobs of this character, 
the COs can scarcely be accused of dodg- 
ing the hazards of war. Discriminatory 
measures against them, such as the Starnes 
rider, have no purpose save to harass them 
and no effect save to deprive the Nation 
of services which they are able to render. 
It is a vindictive provision. We hope that 
the Senate will strike it out. (Jt didn’t— 
Ed.) 


From a letter to the editor of The Pro- 
gressive (La Follette’s magazine): 

Dear Sirs: In reply to H.C.D.’s letter 
about COs and CPS camps, apparently, 
H.C.D., you did not know that many of 
The Progressive’s subscribers are in over- 
seas combat... . 

I was glad to hear that you, H.C_.D., 
have a healthy body. In fact I envy you. 
I have been in a hospital for the past 
two months. You say that you are given a 
total of 30 days furlough a year. I am 
quite sure there isn’t a man over here 
who wouldn’t pay an enormous price to 
get home for 30 days, without pay, and you 
receive $3 a month—what a waste of tax- 
payers’ money. ... 

Stop beefing. The men over here who 
are fighting to protect their loved ones and 
yours will do their utmost to bring this 
war tG a quick and victorious end and 
thereby release you from that horrible 


camp.—J. McC. APO 698, New York, N. Y. 





